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Utah Law and Regulation

E-Cigarette Confiscation & Disposal




Utah Code Annotated (UCA) 53G-8-203(4):
Conduct and Discipline Policies and Procedures

Each LEA shall adopt a policy for responding to the possession or use
of electronic cigarette products by a student on school property.

The policy shall:

 Prohibit students from possessing or using electronic cigarette products on

school property.
* Include policies or procedures for the confiscation or surrender of

electronic cigarette products.
« Require a school administrator or designee to dispose or destroy a

confiscated electronic cigarette product.
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UCA 53G-8-203(4)(c): Conduct and
Discipline Policies and Procedures

A confiscated cigarette MAY be released to local law enforcement if...:

 Local law enforcement requests that the confiscated electronic
cigarette product be released to local law enforcement as part of an
Investigation or action.

AND

 Local law enforcement requests that the confiscated electronic
cigarette product be released to local law enforcement as part of an
Investigation or action.
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R277-615-4(1): Standards and
Procedures for Student Searches

An LEA shall update the LEA’s policy for searching students
for controlled substances and weapons to include

provisions related to searching for electronic cigarette
products.

Utah State
Board of
Education




Utah Admin Code R315-260, 261, 262

Under Utah law, both nicotine and lithium-ion batteries
must be properly disposed of as hazardous waste.

* For details on how to properly dispose of electronic cigarettes, visit:
» Department of Environmental Quality

Utah State
Board of
Education



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Electronic cigarettes are hazardous waste, and in accordance with Title 19, Chapter 6, Hazardous Substances, school officials must follow the proper disposal as outlined by the Utah Department of Environmental Quality.


https://deq.utah.gov/dwmrc/e-cigarette-disposal
https://deq.utah.gov/dwmrc/e-cigarette-disposal

Utah Law and Regulation (2)

Policies and Reporting: Alcohol, Tobacco, lllicit Drugs




UCA 53G-8-209(2) Prohibited
Conduct-Reporting of Violations

Local school boards and charter school governing boards shall
adopt rules or policies...that apply to both students and staff:

Shall include prohibitions while in the classroom, on school
property, during school sponsored activities:

+ The illicit use, possession, or distribution of:
+ A controlled substance or drug paraphernalia.
+ A tobacco product, an electronic cigarette, or a nicotine
product.
 An alcoholic beverage.
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Drug paraphernalia is related to controlled substances. E-cigarette device delivering nicotine is not drug paraphernalia. 

58-37-2(f) Definitions: 
(f)(i)"Controlled substance" means a drug or substance:(A)included in Schedules I, II, III, IV, or V of Section 58-37-4;(B)included in Schedules I, II, III, IV, or V of the federal Controlled Substances Act, Title II, P.L. 91-513;(C)that is a controlled substance analog; or(D)listed in Section 58-37-4.2.
58-37b-2(3) Definitions: 
(3)"Imitation controlled substance" means a substance designed or packaged to substantially resemble any legally or illegally manufactured controlled substance, but that is not:(a)a controlled substance; or(b)represented to be any legally or illegally manufactured controlled substance under Subsection 58-37-2(1)(i)(ii).
58-37a-3
As used in this chapter, "drug paraphernalia" means any equipment, product, or material used, or intended for use, to plant, propagate, cultivate, grow, harvest, manufacture, compound, convert, produce, process, prepare, test, analyze, package, repackage, store, contain, conceal, inject, ingest, inhale, or to otherwise introduce a controlled substance into the human body in violation of Title 58, Chapter 37, Utah Controlled Substances Act, 



UCA 53G-8-209(3): Prohibited
Conduct-Reporting of Violations

School employees who reasonably believe that a violation
may have occurred shall immediately report that belief to the
school principal, district superintendent, or chief
administrative officer of a charter school.

Principals who receive a report shall:

+ Submit a report of the alleged incident and actions taken in
response to the district’'s superintendent or designee within 10

days after receiving the report.
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Drug paraphernalia is related to controlled substances. E-cigarette device delivering nicotine is not drug paraphernalia. 

58-37-2(f) Definitions: 
(f)(i)"Controlled substance" means a drug or substance:(A)included in Schedules I, II, III, IV, or V of Section 58-37-4;(B)included in Schedules I, II, III, IV, or V of the federal Controlled Substances Act, Title II, P.L. 91-513;(C)that is a controlled substance analog; or(D)listed in Section 58-37-4.2.
58-37b-2(3) Definitions: 
(3)"Imitation controlled substance" means a substance designed or packaged to substantially resemble any legally or illegally manufactured controlled substance, but that is not:(a)a controlled substance; or(b)represented to be any legally or illegally manufactured controlled substance under Subsection 58-37-2(1)(i)(ii).
58-37a-3
As used in this chapter, "drug paraphernalia" means any equipment, product, or material used, or intended for use, to plant, propagate, cultivate, grow, harvest, manufacture, compound, convert, produce, process, prepare, test, analyze, package, repackage, store, contain, conceal, inject, ingest, inhale, or to otherwise introduce a controlled substance into the human body in violation of Title 58, Chapter 37, Utah Controlled Substances Act, 



UCA 53G-8-510: Notification of an Offense
Committed by a Student on School Grounds

Employee Responsibility: Staff must report any suspected student
offense occurring on school property during school hours or at a school-

sponsored activity to the principal.

Principal Responsibilities:
The principal must notify:

« The district (superintendent of designee) per UCA 53G-8-209.
Notification of other personnel is at the principal’s discretion.
« The student’'s parent or guardian.

If allowed or required under UCA 53G-8-211, law enforcement may be notified.

Confidentiality: The reporting employee’s identity must remain
confidential and may only be shared with law enforcement if needed for O Utah State

an investigation or prosecution. Board of

Education



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
See slides 14, 16, 17 for when law enforcement may or shall be notified.


Utah Code 53G-8-211(3):Responses to
School-based Behavior

If a student has committed a status offense (e.g., tobacco use) or class ¢
misdemeanor (e.g., intoxication on school grounds) the student shall be
referred to an evidence-based alternative intervention, including:

« A mobile crisis outreach team

« Ayouth services center

A certified youth court or comparable restorative justice program

+ Evidence-based alternative intervention created and developed by the school
or school district

« An evidence-based alternative intervention that is jointly created and
developed by a local education agency, the state board, the juvenile court,
local counties and municipalities, or the Department of Health and Human
Services

« A tobacco cessation or education program, if the offense is T T
tobacco/nicotine/electronic cigarette related O Educatio

Education



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
As used in this section:(a)"Evidence-based" means a program or practice that has:(i)had multiple randomized control studies or a meta-analysis demonstrating that the program or practice is effective for a specific population;(ii)been rated as effective by a standardized program evaluation tool; or created by the school or school district and has been approved by the state board.


JJS Youth Services can get them in SUD treatment, therapy, family therapy, or skill building groups within the community. 

"Mobile crisis outreach team" or "MCOT" means a mobile team of medical and mental health professionals that, in coordination with local law enforcement and emergency medical service personnel, provides mental health crisis services.



UCA 53G-8-211(3) Responses to
School-based Behavior

If a student refuses to participate in an intervention listed
on the previous slide, the student shall be referred to the
Division of Juvenile Justice Services (D]JYS) for prevention
and early intervention youth services.
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UCA 53G-8-211(4) Responses to
School-based Behavior

If a student has committed a status offense (e.g. tobacco use) or
class ¢ misdemeanor (e.g. intoxication) on school property, the
student may be referred to a law enforcement off cer/agency

or court only if:

» The student committed an offense on school property on a
previous occasion;

AND

» The student was referred to an evidence-based alternative
intervention or to prevention and early intervention youth services
for the previous offense. O Utah State

Board of
Education



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
UCA 53G-8-211(8) (a)If a minor is referred to a court or a law enforcement officer or agency under Subsection (4) or (5), the school or the school district shall appoint a school representative to continue to engage with the minor and the minor's family through the court process.



UCA 53G-8-211(8) Responses to
School-based Behavior

If referring a student to court due to a status o7 ense or
class c misdemeanor, the school must:

* Appoint a school representative (not SRO) to stay connected with the student and
family throughout the court process.
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
“If a minor is referred to a court or a law enforcement officer or agency under Subsection (4) or (5), the school or the school district shall appoint a school representative to continue to engage with the minor and the minor's family through the court process.”



UCA 53G-8-211(8) - (2) Responses to
School-based Behavior

Referrals must include:

* The student’s attendance records.
« Areport of evidence-based alternatives used by the school before the

referral.
« The name and contact information of the school representative assigned to

stay connected to the student and family.
* If applicable, documentation from the Division of Juvenile Justice and Youth
Services demonstrating that the student failed to participate in or complete

the services.
« Any other information the district or school considers relevant.
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
“If a minor is referred to a court or a law enforcement officer or agency under Subsection (4) or (5), the school or the school district shall appoint a school representative to continue to engage with the minor and the minor's family through the court process.”



UCA 53G-8-211(9)(a) Responses to
School-based Behavior

If the alleged offense committed on school property is a class B
misdemeanor (e.g., possession of drug paraphernalia) or class
A misdemeanor, the school may:

« Refer the student directly to court.

OR

« An evidence-based alternative intervention. (See slide 12.)

For additional guidance, visit: Utah Department of Criminal Justice
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https://justice.utah.gov/wp-content/uploads/School-Offense-Referral-Guide-May-2026.pdf

UCA 53G-8-211(9)(b) Responses to
School-based Behavior

A school shall refer a student directly to court if:

+ The student is alleged to have committed a drug possession
offense on school property;

AND

» The student has allegedly committed a drug possession offense on
school property on at least two other previous occasions.

Drug possession offense: unlawfully possessing or using a
controlled substance or controlled substance analog as
described in Utah Code Section 76-18-207.
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
A school administrator, the school administrator's designee, or a school resource officer shall refer a minor directly to a court if:
(i)the minor is alleged to have committed a drug possession offense on school property; and
(ii)the minor has allegedly committed a drug possession offense on school property on at least two previous occasions.


https://le.utah.gov/xcode/Title76/Chapter18/76-18-S207.html?v=C76-18-S207_2026050620260506

Utah Law and Regulation (3)

Grounds for Suspension or Expulsion




UCA 53G-8-205(1)(2)

Grounds for suspension or expulsion from a public school:

Shall be suspended or expelled: May be suspended or expelled:
» The sale, control, or « Possession, control or use of
distribution of a drug or an alcoholic beverage.

controlled substance, an
imitation controlled substance
or drug paraphernalia.
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Drug paraphernalia is related to controlled substances. E-cigarette device delivering nicotine is not drug paraphernalia. 

58-37-2(f) Definitions: 
(f)(i)"Controlled substance" means a drug or substance:(A)included in Schedules I, II, III, IV, or V of Section 58-37-4;(B)included in Schedules I, II, III, IV, or V of the federal Controlled Substances Act, Title II, P.L. 91-513;(C)that is a controlled substance analog; or(D)listed in Section 58-37-4.2.
58-37b-2(3) Definitions: 
(3)"Imitation controlled substance" means a substance designed or packaged to substantially resemble any legally or illegally manufactured controlled substance, but that is not:(a)a controlled substance; or(b)represented to be any legally or illegally manufactured controlled substance under Subsection 58-37-2(1)(i)(ii).
58-37a-3
As used in this chapter, "drug paraphernalia" means any equipment, product, or material used, or intended for use, to plant, propagate, cultivate, grow, harvest, manufacture, compound, convert, produce, process, prepare, test, analyze, package, repackage, store, contain, conceal, inject, ingest, inhale, or to otherwise introduce a controlled substance into the human body in violation of Title 58, Chapter 37, Utah Controlled Substances Act, 



Utah Law and Regulation (4)

Distribution of Policies




UCA 53G-8-204(2): Distribution of
Policies

* A copy of the school’s discipline and conduct policy
must be distributed to each student upon enrollment in
the school.

» A copy of the policy must be posted in a prominent
location in each school.

* Any significant change in the policy must be distributed
to each student and posted in a prominent location.

Utah State
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Best Practices and
Resources

Alcohol, Tobacco, and Other Drugs Policy Violation
Interventions




Alternatives to Suspension/Expulsion

Research shows that suspension/expulsion is likely to have a
negative impact on student achievement.

Alternatives to suspension listed in UCA 53G-8-211:

« Avyouth services center

« A youth court or comparable restorative justice program

+ Evidence-based” interventions created and developed by the school
or school district

« Other evidence-based* interventions that may be created and
developed by a local education agency, the state board, the juvenile
court, local counties and municipalities, or the Department of Health
and Human Services

*As defined in this section of code, evidence-based can also mean a program
or practice that has been created by the school or district and has been
approved by the state board. O
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
https://www.visiblelearningmetax.com/influences/view/suspension~expelling_students

53G-8-211 Definitions:
As used in this section:(a)"Evidence-based" means a program or practice that has:(i)had multiple randomized control studies or a meta-analysis demonstrating that the program or practice is effective for a specific population;(ii)been rated as effective by a standardized program evaluation tool; or created by the school or school district and has been approved by the state board.

"Youth services center" means a center established by, or under contract with, the division (of Juvenile Justice Services) to provide youth services. 


"Restorative justice program" means a school-based program or a program used or adopted by a local education agency that is designed:(i)to enhance school safety, reduce school suspensions, and limit referrals to law enforcement agencies and courts; and(ii)to help minors take responsibility for and repair harmful behavior that occurs in school.




Juvenile Justice Prevention and
Intervention Youth Services

- Substance Use Disorder (SUD) treatment
- Individual therapy

- Family therapy
- Community skill-building groups

Contact: Department of Health Juvenile Justice & Youth Services

Utah State
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https://jjys.utah.gov/contact

Restorative Justice Program

A school-based program or a program used or adopted
by a local education agency that is designed:

* To enhance school safety, reduce school suspensions
* Limit referrals to law enforcement agencies and courts

* To help minors take responsibility for and repair harmful
behavior that occurs in school

(Utah Code Section 53G-8-211)

To receive training from USBE staff in accountability practices or
restorative practices, please submit a request through the Utah
State Board of Education Learning Portal.

Utah State
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
As defined in Utah Code 53G-8-211

https://www.schools.utah.gov/prevention/accountabilitypractices
https://usbe.az1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_9GG81Og2wgSH86a
https://usbe.az1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_9GG81Og2wgSH86a

Youth Courts

“The purpose of the youth court is to provide an
alternative to juvenile court for first-time minor offenders.
The youth court system follows the restorative model of
justice, which emphasizes the beliefs of repairing harm
done to victims as well as providing youth with the
resources to make better decisions in the future.”

Source: Utah Youth Court Association
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
 
For specific contact information for any of the listed courts please email UtahYouthCourts@gmail.com.  You can visit their website at http://www.utahyouthcourts.com/

When creating policies, consider how to provide youth with the resources to make better decisions in the future.



http://www.utahyouthcourts.com/about-us.html

Local Substance Abuse Area Authority
Local Health Department

* Classes for students and
families

* Policy creation assistance

» Other opportunities to
collaborate

Utah State
Board of
Education




Evidence-Based Program Directories

» Blueprints for Healthy Youth Development
 Crime Solutions (National Institute of Justice)

» Model Programs Guide (Office of Juvenile Justice &
Delinquency Prevention)

» Program Directory Search (youth.gov)

» What Works Clearinghouse (Institute of Education
Sciences)

Utah State
Board of
Education



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
When creating policies, consider using evidence-based programs as an alternative to suspension


Select Programs

« Utah State Board of Education Substance Use Prevention
Resources Website

» Best Practices and Resources Library Alcohol, Tobacco, and
Electronic Cigarette Prevention and Cessation Interventions

Utah State
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
When creating policies, consider using evidence-based programs as an alternative to suspension


https://www.schools.utah.gov/prevention/substanceuseprevention#Resources
https://www.schools.utah.gov/prevention/substanceuseprevention#Resources
https://www.schools.utah.gov/prevention/substanceuseprevention#Resources
https://www.schools.utah.gov/prevention/_substanceuseprevention/BestPracticesandResourcesLibrary-AlcoholTobaccoandElectronicCigarettePreventionandCessationInterventions%2008122025.pdf
https://www.schools.utah.gov/prevention/_substanceuseprevention/BestPracticesandResourcesLibrary-AlcoholTobaccoandElectronicCigarettePreventionandCessationInterventions%2008122025.pdf
https://www.schools.utah.gov/prevention/_substanceuseprevention/BestPracticesandResourcesLibrary-AlcoholTobaccoandElectronicCigarettePreventionandCessationInterventions%2008122025.pdf

Motivational Interviewing:
An Evidence-based Technique

“A collaborative, goal-oriented style of communication with
particular attention to the language of change. It is designed to
strengthen the personal motivation for and commitment to a
specific goal by eliciting and exploring the person’s own reasons for
change within an atmosphere of acceptance and compassion.”
-William Miller and Stephen Rolnick

Spirit of Motivational Interviewing: gﬂk(?l’tlivational Interviewing Core
ills:
« Partnership « Open-ended questions
» Acceptance « Affirmations
« Compassion  Reflections
+ Evoke change talk + Summaries O'E’é?.'?f;?“*
ucation



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Best practice for substance use violations: M.I. is an evidence-based way to discuss behavior change with the student. Consider training staff who interact with students with substance use violations on this technique. Collaborate with parents. 
Miller WR, Rollnick S: Motivational Interviewing: Helping People Change, 3rd Edition. New York, Guilford, 2013



Policy Creation Resources

- Utah Department of Health and Human Services:
Comprehensive Drug-Free Policy Guide for Schools

- Electronic Cigarettes Search and Seizure Model Policy

- Utah School District policy examples:
- Alpine School District
- Canyons School District
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Remember, your local health department can assist as well. 

https://tobaccofree.utah.gov/wp-content/uploads/130047_01_TOBUT_24_SchoolResourceGuide_FNL_digital_02-12-25-2-Remediated.pdf
https://tobaccofree.utah.gov/wp-content/uploads/130047_01_TOBUT_24_SchoolResourceGuide_FNL_digital_02-12-25-2-Remediated.pdf
https://www.schools.utah.gov/policy/_policy_/_resources_/_modelformsandpolicies_/SchoolDistrictCharterSearchSeizure.pdf
https://www.schools.utah.gov/policy/_policy_/_resources_/_modelformsandpolicies_/SchoolDistrictCharterSearchSeizure.pdf
https://docs.google.com/document/d/19jZhQw0iYeZO6f2hGLCEskpaJn_fvY541WRV5mJCZ44/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/19jZhQw0iYeZO6f2hGLCEskpaJn_fvY541WRV5mJCZ44/edit
https://www.canyonsdistrict.org/policies/student/expectations-protections/500-2/
https://www.canyonsdistrict.org/policies/student/expectations-protections/500-2/
https://tobaccofree.utah.gov/wp-content/uploads/130047_01_TOBUT_24_SchoolResourceGuide_FNL_digital_02-12-25-2-Remediated.pdf

Questions?

Contact:
Clarissa Stebbing, USBE Prevention Specialist
clarissa.stebbing@schools.utah.gov
801-538-7821

Utah State
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Education



mailto:clarissa.stebbing@schools.utah.gov
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