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students from succeeding in school and in life. How many Attendance
are too many? 10% of the school year - that's 18 missed
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Family Engagement Helps Everyone Win!

STUDENTS WIN EDUCATORS FAMILIES WIN
Students feel WIN Families gain skills and
supported and Teachers gain insight confidence in helping
reassured when the into their students’ their children learn.
most important adults strengths and Additionally, parents
S ) in their lives work challenges, allowing being to grow their
— together to them to enrich their leadership abilities in
‘ help them learn. instructional plans. the school setting.
EVERYONE WINS

Because there is a better school climate, higher teacher retention,
increased student attendance, better classroom behavior, higher scores on
ELA tests, better curriculum, and programs. Schools are more responsive to
K concerns and have a better reputation in the community.
_{




“Trusting partnerships with families is the closest thing we
have in education to a magic bullet. When families and
schools are on the same page and working together, it
creates a support system to help students maximize their
academic success!”

RUSSELL

UP Actor and Family Engagement Enthusiast




Self Assessment

How much do you agree with the following statements? Please circle 1 answer for
each statement. Answer as honestly as you can. Your responses will be completely
anonymous.

Fold your paper in half when you are finished.

All families have dreams for their

: Strongly ; Strongly
‘l children and want the best for Agree Agree Disagree Disagree
them.
All families have the capacity to Strongly : Strongly
2 support their children’s learning. Agree Agree Disagree Disagree
Families and school/program staff Strongly . Strongly
3 should be equal partners. Agree Agros Disagree Disagree
The responsibility for building and
sustaining partnerships between
4 school, home, and community rests Szopeg;y Agree Disagree Sggn%é
primarily with school/program staff, S S
especially school/program leaders.
All students have the potential to
Strongly ; Strongly
5 grow, learn, and become Agree Agree Disagree Disagree

successful.




So What is Family Engagement?

“Family engagement is a full, equal, and equitable
partnership among families, educators, and community
partners to promote children’s learning and development
from birth through college and career.”




3 levels of Family Engagement

Good - Betier - Best

Involvement

Engagement

Partnerships

Usually a one way
interaction

The family member attends
an event and gains
information about the
school, the student or the
classroom

Builds the capacity of the
family member to support
learning

Builds a relationship of trust

Links the interaction directly
to improving learning

Reciprocal interaction
Family and staff learn
Family uses new skills to

support and advocate for
student learning

Some
Impact

)

Higher
Impact




Family Engagement Practices

*Courtesy of the Flamboyan Foundation

Some Higher
Impact Impact

: Parent help on Parent trainin Goal-settin Weekly data-
Celebrations administrative tasks events . talks . sharing folders
Regular
: Parent resource Back to g -
Fundraisers . personalized Home visits
rooms school night communication
Family support Parent-teacher Positive phone Modeling of learning
Potlucks services conferences calls home suppor?strategies
Performances and Generic school Interactive Classroom Parent help on
showcases newsletters homework observations learning projects

Q Parent Teacher
Home Visits



Building Belonging School Partnerships:

Learning &
Sustaining
Relationships

Developing
Relationships
with families

Deepening
Relationships
with families

Questions to Ask Yourself:

e Where is your school at on the road to belonging?
e Where would you like to get to this yeare
e How can we help support you to get there?



https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Sgpi1cac5_nIeuvWW_0nA0VHbNclCgMx/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1DiWowTbx8_W697-uP0vBul5GHfoiAGQP/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Gn2tGEUZl1i41d1X1CgIhiyQPFCZ3Rcx/view?usp=sharing

MICROINTERACTION

;:mite District research revealed:

e A high maijority of positive and negative feelings
towards schools stemmed from an interaction that
lasted less than one minute (microinteraction)

e Value every moment because it has a lasting
impact with students and their families

How does one go
from here to here?
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INVOLVEMENT OR ENGAGEMENT?

“A School striving for family involvement leads with its mouth - identifying projects, needs, and
goals and then telling parents how they can contribute. A school striving for family engagement,
on the other hand, tends to lead with its ears - listening to what parents think, dream, and worry
about. The goal of family engagement is not to serve clients but to gain partners.”

- Larry Ferlazzo, Author and Public School Teacher
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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4kmRP39RX08
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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=j8pylG5eGcg
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