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8th Grade

To some, the flag is just cloth, but to me, it represents freedom, opportunity, and unity. The
sound of fireworks on the Fourth of July is not just a celebration, but a reminder of liberty
and a promise of freedom. As a developing leader of our country, | can say that America
means a great deal to me. The United States serves as a “beacon of hope” for those
seeking a better life and welcomes people of all backgrounds. To me, America is defined by
sacrifice, freedom, and bravery. First, sacrifice. My ancestors migrated from Italy and
Bulgaria to start a new life. My great-grandfather, whose parents came from Bulgaria,
served in World War |l to fight for America. Knowing this makes me realize that many people
risked everything for the freedoms we have today. The phrase “land of the brave” reflects
both soldiers and citizens who stay strong during hard times. Second, freedom. America
gives people the right to speak, believe, and live as they choose. It allows me to express
myself and work toward my goals. Because of this, people from different cultures and
backgrounds can come together and create a strong, diverse nation. Finally, bravery.
Soldiers and veterans have fought to protect these freedoms since the Revolutionary War.
Their dedication keeps America a place of hope and opportunity. To me, America means
standing together and making the most of the freedoms we are given.



