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Podcast Version 
You can now LISTEN to the 
newsletter instead of reading 
it! Click here to listen to the 
6/11/2026 Educator Licensing 
Newsletter Podcast (created by 
NotebookLM). 

Sign up for Newsletter Listserv 
If you would like to receive 
future Licensing Newsletters, 
please subscribe to the 
Licensing News Listserv 
through UEN. 

Licensing Team Availability 
Beginning in June, the licensing 
team will meet Monday 
mornings 9-10:30am. We will 
not be available during that 
time for phone calls or 
educator meetings. We will still 
offer “office hours” on Fridays 
12pm-2pm. Hop into the 
meeting with your questions at 
any time between 12pm-2pm 
on Friday. 

Licensing Coaching 
Book a licensing coaching 
session: Book time with Malia 
Hite 

If you have any specific feedback 
for the Educator Licensing team 
to consider, please contact Malia 
Hite. 

(801) 538-7740 
Educator Licensing Website 

CACTUS/USIMS Transition Tentative Timeline 
CACTUS Rollover: The CACTUS system will be offline from noon on June 30, 2026 until 8:00am July 8, 
2026. This may affect some applicants and educators. During this time, educators cannot create a 
CACTUS ID through USIMS. 
USIMS Deployment: The CACTUS RDS will go offline mid-August. After all CACTUS data is migrated to 
USIMS, LEA users will be sent login information for USIMS. 

● LEA USIMS User Functionality: 
○ Assignments (Current/Historical) 
○ License Info (Current/Historical) 
○ Background & UPPAC/Discipline Status 
○ Dossier (View access) 

Annual Licensing USIMS Training – July 30th 1pm 
SY27 Annual Licensing Training & USIMS Launch Supports 
Register for the USBE Educator Licensing team for our Annual Educator Licensing Training (SY27)! We will 
cover the upcoming CACTUS-to-USIMS transition and review licensing requirements, including critical 
updates. Register here. 
Key Support Updates: 

● Current CACTUS Tools: System navigation will not be covered live. New users should watch the 
Annual CACTUS Training Video and attend our weekly Friday Office Hours for technical help. 

● Mid-August USIMS Launch: An asynchronous USIMS Training for LEA Users will debut in 
mid-August as the platform goes live. 

● Daily Transition Support: The Licensing Team will host daily office hours once the new system is 
live to assist with the migration. 

Watch future newsletters for registration links, training modules, and updated office hours schedules! 

MIDAS to Altitude Transition 
The USBE is shifting from MIDAS to a new platform called Altitude. MIDAS is currently inactive. No new 
work or continuing work is allowed in the MIDAS platform. The current MIDAS platform will not be 
accessible after June 30, 2026. Educators may download your MIDAS transcript for their personal 
record—highly recommended! 

DOPL SLPs & Audiologists 
The DOPL SLP & Audiology Licensing Board will meet June 16, 2026 at 9am. You may review the agenda 
and draft rule for SLP and Audiologist transitions to DOPL licensing on their website: 
https://www.utah.gov/pmn/sitemap/notice/1079919.html 

R277-301 Proposed Board Rule Amendments 
The Law & Licensing Committee will consider Draft 1 R277-301 Educator Licensing in a special 
July meeting. Proposed amendments comply with DOPL SLP/Audiologist licensing changes and 
allow Associate license areas to be extended for up to two years. 

APPEL-SpEd Enrollment Paused: 
APPEL-SpEd program is pausing new enrollments from June 30th-July 19th due to MIDAS system changes. 
Current participants will continue as usual during the enrollment pause. For more information, please 
contact appel-sped@schools.utah.gov. 

Educator Licensure System General Retention Schedule Updated 
The state general retention schedule for CACTUS/USIMS was updated in June. See the Educator 
Licensure System General Retention Schedule. No action from LEAs is required. 

World Languages Endorsement Updates 
The ACTFL Written Language Test (WPT) is accepted for languages where there is no Praxis. Please see 
the updated World Languages Application and Specs, now available and posted on the website. 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1-DE30BTy1e6OlQQzv5l6bDKKot0-HM37/view?usp=sharing
https://notebooklm.google.com/
https://lists.uen.org/mailman3/lists/hr_directors.lists.uen.org/
https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_NGMwYzQ5MTctMGM3OC00YWVkLWE1MjYtMThhNTA2ZTUzNGEz%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%225adc2279-b531-45b1-8b96-96167f00484a%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%22afbcb069-9265-4e4b-9481-ad7fafed1f5d%22%7d
https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_NGMwYzQ5MTctMGM3OC00YWVkLWE1MjYtMThhNTA2ZTUzNGEz%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%225adc2279-b531-45b1-8b96-96167f00484a%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%22afbcb069-9265-4e4b-9481-ad7fafed1f5d%22%7d
https://outlook.office.com/bookwithme/user/cb6524a4cf40463ca2c78073f4e42827@schools.utah.gov/meetingtype/r1qCp_V7t0uinhxR3S26Ww2?bookingcode=1dbd1de3-e024-4ef6-bf54-a7843f340b60&anonymous&ismsaljsauthenabled&ep=mlink
https://outlook.office.com/bookwithme/user/cb6524a4cf40463ca2c78073f4e42827@schools.utah.gov/meetingtype/r1qCp_V7t0uinhxR3S26Ww2?bookingcode=1dbd1de3-e024-4ef6-bf54-a7843f340b60&anonymous&ismsaljsauthenabled&ep=mlink
mailto:malia.hite@schools.utah.gov
mailto:malia.hite@schools.utah.gov
https://www.schools.utah.gov/licensing
https://events.teams.microsoft.com/event/6b9bbc53-ab51-4ac1-8fd9-a095f0cd6e25@5adc2279-b531-45b1-8b96-96167f00484a
https://events.teams.microsoft.com/event/6b9bbc53-ab51-4ac1-8fd9-a095f0cd6e25@5adc2279-b531-45b1-8b96-96167f00484a
https://www.utah.gov/pmn/sitemap/notice/1079919.html
https://usbe.portal.civicclerk.com/event/534/files/attachment/26954
mailto:appel-sped@schools.utah.gov
https://archives.utah.gov/grs-item/?grsItem_no=21704
https://archives.utah.gov/grs-item/?grsItem_no=21704
https://www.schools.utah.gov/licensing/endorsements/World%20Languages%20Endorsement%20Application.pdf
https://www.schools.utah.gov/licensing/endorsements/World%20Languages%20Endorsement%20Comptency%20Specs.pdf
https://www.schools.utah.gov/licensing/endorsements


Educator Licensing: Summer 2026 System Transition & Action Items 

LEGACY SYSTEMS: 
CACTUS & MIDAS 

MIDAS Final Sunset: 
June 30, 2026 
Inactive for new work. 
Becomes inaccessible 
after this date. 
Download transcripts 
immediately. 

JUNE 30 - JULY 8: 
SYSTEM OFFLINE 

® (9:'l :-. '' 

CACTUS Rollover 
Shutdown 
Offline from noon June 
30 to 8:00 AM July 8. 
No CACTUS ID creation. 

PROGRAM & POLICY UPDATES 

JUNE 30 - JULY 19: 
ENROLLMENT PAUSE 

G 
APPEL-SpEd 
Enrollment Pause 

Due to system changes. 
Current participants 
may continue. 

Rule R277-301 Amendments: Proposed changes align with DOPL for 
SLPs/ Audiologists; Associate license area extension up to two years. 

World Languages Endorsement: ACTFL WPT now accepted for 
languages without Praxis exam (updated specs). 

JULY 29 @ 1 :00 PM: 
TRAINING 

~ 
Annual Licensing 
Training 
Covers CACTUS-to­
USIMS transition & 
SY27 updates. 
Registration required. 

MID-AUGUST: 
FULL DEPLOYMENT 

<is 
USIMS Full Deployment 
& MIDAS to Altitude 
Transition 
CACTUS RDS offline. 
Migrated data live in 
USIMS. LEA login 
credentials issued. USBE 
shifts PD tracking to 
Altitude. 

USIMS Platform 
Capabilities 

i~ 
/ 

Oncelaunched,LEA 
users view assignments, 
license info, 
background/UPPAC 
status, 
and educator dossiers. 
Daily Transition Support 
(post-launch office hours). 

LICENSING TEAM AVAILABILITY & SUPPORT 

A. Monday Morning 'Quiet Hours': Starting June, team unavailable 
• .J 9:00 AM-10:30 AM for meetings. 

Ii\ Weekly Friday Office Hours: Technical help & licensing questions, 
\::,I drop-in virtual meeting, 12:00 PM-2:00 PM. 

'51 NoteboakLM 

July 30 
========= 


	Educator Licensing Newsletter 
	Sign up for Newsletter Listserv 
	Licensing Team Availability 
	Beginning in June, the licensing team will meet Monday mornings 9-10:30am. We will not be available during that time for phone calls or educator meetings. We will still offer “office hours” on Fridays 12pm-2pm. Hop into the meeting with your questions at any time between 12pm-2pm on Friday.  

	 
	CACTUS/USIMS Transition Tentative Timeline  
	Annual Licensing USIMS Training – July 29th 1pm 
	MIDAS to Altitude Transition 
	DOPL SLPs & Audiologists 
	R277-301 Proposed Board Rule Amendments  
	The Law & Licensing Committee will consider Draft 1 R277-301 Educator Licensing in a special July meeting. Proposed amendments comply with DOPL SLP/Audiologist licensing changes and allow Associate license areas to be extended for up to two years. 
	APPEL-SpEd Enrollment Paused:  
	Educator Licensure System General Retention Schedule Updated 
	The state general retention schedule for CACTUS/USIMS was updated in June. See the Educator Licensure System General Retention Schedule. No action from LEAs is required. 
	 
	World Languages Endorsement Updates 




Accessibility Report





		Filename: 

		Educator Licensing Newsletter 11June2026.pdf









		Report created by: 

		Malia Hite, Educator Licensing Coordinator, malia.hite@schools.utah.gov



		Organization: 

		Utah State Board of Education







 [Personal and organization information from the Preferences > Identity dialog.]



Summary



The checker found no problems in this document.





		Needs manual check: 2



		Passed manually: 0



		Failed manually: 0



		Skipped: 1



		Passed: 29



		Failed: 0







Detailed Report





		Document





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Accessibility permission flag		Passed		Accessibility permission flag must be set



		Image-only PDF		Passed		Document is not image-only PDF



		Tagged PDF		Passed		Document is tagged PDF



		Logical Reading Order		Needs manual check		Document structure provides a logical reading order



		Primary language		Passed		Text language is specified



		Title		Passed		Document title is showing in title bar



		Bookmarks		Passed		Bookmarks are present in large documents



		Color contrast		Needs manual check		Document has appropriate color contrast



		Page Content





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Tagged content		Passed		All page content is tagged



		Tagged annotations		Passed		All annotations are tagged



		Tab order		Passed		Tab order is consistent with structure order



		Character encoding		Passed		Reliable character encoding is provided



		Tagged multimedia		Passed		All multimedia objects are tagged



		Screen flicker		Passed		Page will not cause screen flicker



		Scripts		Passed		No inaccessible scripts



		Timed responses		Passed		Page does not require timed responses



		Navigation links		Passed		Navigation links are not repetitive



		Forms





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Tagged form fields		Passed		All form fields are tagged



		Field descriptions		Passed		All form fields have description



		Alternate Text





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Figures alternate text		Passed		Figures require alternate text



		Nested alternate text		Passed		Alternate text that will never be read



		Associated with content		Passed		Alternate text must be associated with some content



		Hides annotation		Passed		Alternate text should not hide annotation



		Other elements alternate text		Passed		Other elements that require alternate text



		Tables





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Rows		Passed		TR must be a child of Table, THead, TBody, or TFoot



		TH and TD		Passed		TH and TD must be children of TR



		Headers		Passed		Tables should have headers



		Regularity		Passed		Tables must contain the same number of columns in each row and rows in each column



		Summary		Skipped		Tables must have a summary



		Lists





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		List items		Passed		LI must be a child of L



		Lbl and LBody		Passed		Lbl and LBody must be children of LI



		Headings





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Appropriate nesting		Passed		Appropriate nesting










Back to Top

