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PREPARING UTAH EDUCATORS ON
PRINCIPLES FOR CLASSROOM INSTRUCTION

In the last few years, the Utah State Legislature and the Utah
State Board of Education have passed bills and rules to ensure
that all instructional materials and classroom instruction in
Utah's public schools are consistent with the principles of un-
alienable rights, equal opportunity, and individual merit. This
document shares guiding principles from all laws and policies
governing instructional materials and classroom instruction
and presents possible implications these principles may have
for Utah's educator preparation programs.

MATERIALS AND INSTRUCTION

The following principles should guide the selection, ap-
proval, and use of instructional materials and classroom
instruction in Utah's public schools. Instructional materials
are defined in Utah Code as textbooks or materials used
as, or in place of, textbooks and which may be used with-
in the state curriculum framework for courses of study
by students in public schools, including textbooks, work-
books, computer software, online or Internet courses, and
audio and video media (Utah Code 53E-4-401). Classroom
Instruction is defined in Board Rule as any course materi-
al, unit, class, lesson, activity, or presentation that, as the
focus of the discussion, provides instruction or informa-
tion to a student (Board Rule R277-328).

B UNBIASED AND IMPARTIAL

Content of instructional materials and classroom instruc-
tion should be unbiased and examine various counter-
points to a topic in an impartial manner. Educators shall
acknowledge differences by looking for the good in ev-
eryone, including oneself, and showing due regard for
feelings, rights, cultures, and traditions (Board Rule R277-
328). Educators can show respect and consideration for
cultures and beliefs by not advocating for or elevating
one culture over another or promoting one belief over
another. As a further reference, Utah Code 53G-10-202(4)
states: “School officials and employees may not use their
positions to endorse, promote, or disparage a particular
religious, denominational, sectarian, agnostic, or atheistic
belief or viewpoint.”

I GUIDING PRINCIPLES FOR INSTRUCTIONAL
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Instructional materials and classroom instruction should defend intellectual hon-
esty including freedom of inquiry, speech, and association (Board Rule R277-328).
Intellectual honesty is an applied method of problem-solving, characterized by an
unbiased, honest attitude, which can be demonstrated in several different ways

(see USBE Educational Equity Definitions):

One's personal beliefs or politics do not interfere with the pursuit of truth.
Relevant facts and information are not purposefully omitted even when
such things may contradict one’s hypothesis.

e Facts are presented in an unbiased manner, and not twisted to give mis-
leading impressions or to support one view over another.

e References, or earlier work, are acknowledged where possible, and plagia-
rism is avoided.

Content presented to students through classroom instruction and instructional
materials should serve as role models of various counterpoints to a topic and pre-
sented in an impartial manner. For example, educators may create opportunities
to recognize personal responsibility in contributing to conditions that preserve the
rights of all individuals and to avoid the repetition of past harmful actions by indi-
viduals and groups. Educators may also cultivate supportive conditions that focus
on learning and remove barriers to allow students to have accessible pathways to
resources and opportunities (Board Rule R277-328).

I SAFE AND RESPECTFUL

Classroom instruction and instructional materials should
foster learning environments that are safe and respectful of
all students and educators (Board Rule R277-328). Principles
and strategies of inclusion, as they pertain to students and
educators with diverse abilities and backgrounds, should be
implemented. Inclusion is the practice of ensuring students
feel a sense of belonging and support, including providing
students with disabilities access to general curriculum and
engagement in regular education classes with peers without
disabilities, to the maximum extent appropriate (Board Rule
R277-328).

Instructional materials and classroom instruction shall not
promote or endorse a student or educator’s sex, race, reli-
gion, sexual orientation, disability, gender identity, or mem-
bership in any other protected class as inherently superior or
inferior. A student or educator’s sex, race, religion, sexual ori-
entation, or gender identity does not determine the content
of the student’s character including the student or educator’s
values, morals, or personal ethics. Classroom instruction and
instructional materials may not suggest that a student or ed-
ucator bears the responsibility for the past actions of indi-
viduals from the same sex, race, religion, sexual orientation,
gender identity or any other protected class as the student
or educator and that a student or educator should be dis-
criminated against or receive adverse treatment because of
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the student or educator’s sex, race, religion, sexual orientation,
gender identity or membership in any other protected class
(Board Rule R277-328).

Instructional materials and classroom instruction should not
contain sensitive materials as outlined in Utah Code 53G-10-
103, unless the instructional material is for medical or family
and consumer science courses.

Instructional personnel, including student teachers and interns,
are responsible for ensuring instructional materials and class-
room instruction are consistent with the principles of individual
freedom. The principles of individual freedom are defined by the
Utah State Legislature as follows (Utah Code 53G-10-206):

B All individuals are equal before the law and have unalienable
rights.

' 1 No individual is inherently racist, sexist, or oppressive, wheth-
er consciously or unconsciously solely by virtue of the individu-
al's race, sex, or sexual orientation.

B No race is inherently superior or inferior to another race.

| B No person should be subject to discrimination or adverse
treatment solely or partly on the basis of the individual’s race,
color, national origin, religion, disability, sex, or sexual orienta-
tion.

B Meritocracy or character traits, including hard work ethic, are
not racist nor associated with or inconsistent with any racial or
ethnic group.

B An individual, by virtue of the individual's race or sex, does not
bear the responsibility for actions that other members of the
same race or sex committed in the past or present.

M SUPPORT DIVERSE COMMUNITIES

Instruction and instructional materials
should support collaboration with diverse
community members to understand, rec-
ognize and appreciate what we all have in 8
common as humans, including acknowl-

edging diverse cultures, languages, tradi-
tions, values, needs, and lived experiences
(Board Rule R277-328). Please note that
“diverse communities” refers to the larg-
er community a student engages and en-
counters in and outside of the school set-
ting. Educators may establish Professional
Learning Communities that are committed
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to continuous improvement, individual and collective responsibility, and identify-
ing underperforming students in need of supports (Board Rule R277-328).

I IMPLICATIONS FOR EDUCATOR PREPARATION PROGRAMS|

Educator preparation programs that recommend candidates for a Utah profes-
sional license ensure candidates enrolled in their programs know and understand
all laws and policies governing instructional materials and classroom instruction
in Utah. Guiding principles for classroom instruction and instructional materials
should be shared and discussed with candidates during classroom learning ac-
tivities and practiced during a candidate’s clinical experiences. Mentors and su-
pervisors of program candidates should exemplify these guiding principles and
encourage candidates to engage in self-assessment, goal setting, and reflection on
these guiding principles.

Educator preparation programs that are also Local Education Agencies (i.e., school
districts or charter schools) may have additional responsibilities to ensure these
guiding principles are included in their programs. For example, learning experienc-
es provided by these programs could be interpreted as professional learning un-
der the law or rule and may be subject to additional requirements and assurances
(see Utah Code 53G-10-206(2) and Board Rule R277-328-3).

Utah State Board of Education
250 East 500 South

P.0. Box 144200

Salt Lake City, UT 84114-4200

Sydnee Dickson, Ed.D.
State Superintendent of Public
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)

Al photos copyrighted iStock For further information, please contact:
Lisa McLachlan, PhD
Educator Preparation Coordinator
Utah State Board of Education (USBE)
Lisa.McLachlan@schools.utah.gov
801-538-7772

4 of 4


https://schools.utah.gov/file/722ef396-b45a-4dbb-a974-00a9d9dbcac0
https://le.utah.gov/xcode/Title53G/Chapter10/53G-10-S206.html?v=C53G-10-S206_2023050320230731
https://schools.utah.gov/file/722ef396-b45a-4dbb-a974-00a9d9dbcac0




Accessibility Report





		Filename: 

		Preparing Utah Educators on Principles for Classroom Instruction - Final ADA.pdf









		Report created by: 

		



		Organization: 

		







[Enter personal and organization information through the Preferences > Identity dialog.]



Summary



The checker found no problems in this document.





		Needs manual check: 0



		Passed manually: 3



		Failed manually: 0



		Skipped: 1



		Passed: 28



		Failed: 0







Detailed Report





		Document





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Accessibility permission flag		Passed		Accessibility permission flag must be set



		Image-only PDF		Passed		Document is not image-only PDF



		Tagged PDF		Passed		Document is tagged PDF



		Logical Reading Order		Passed manually		Document structure provides a logical reading order



		Primary language		Passed		Text language is specified



		Title		Passed		Document title is showing in title bar



		Bookmarks		Passed		Bookmarks are present in large documents



		Color contrast		Passed manually		Document has appropriate color contrast



		Page Content





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Tagged content		Passed		All page content is tagged



		Tagged annotations		Passed		All annotations are tagged



		Tab order		Passed		Tab order is consistent with structure order



		Character encoding		Passed		Reliable character encoding is provided



		Tagged multimedia		Passed		All multimedia objects are tagged



		Screen flicker		Passed		Page will not cause screen flicker



		Scripts		Passed		No inaccessible scripts



		Timed responses		Passed		Page does not require timed responses



		Navigation links		Passed manually		Navigation links are not repetitive



		Forms





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Tagged form fields		Passed		All form fields are tagged



		Field descriptions		Passed		All form fields have description



		Alternate Text





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Figures alternate text		Passed		Figures require alternate text



		Nested alternate text		Passed		Alternate text that will never be read



		Associated with content		Passed		Alternate text must be associated with some content



		Hides annotation		Passed		Alternate text should not hide annotation



		Other elements alternate text		Passed		Other elements that require alternate text



		Tables





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Rows		Passed		TR must be a child of Table, THead, TBody, or TFoot



		TH and TD		Passed		TH and TD must be children of TR



		Headers		Passed		Tables should have headers



		Regularity		Passed		Tables must contain the same number of columns in each row and rows in each column



		Summary		Skipped		Tables must have a summary



		Lists





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		List items		Passed		LI must be a child of L



		Lbl and LBody		Passed		Lbl and LBody must be children of LI



		Headings





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Appropriate nesting		Passed		Appropriate nesting










Back to Top



