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WHAT (is community asset mapping)?

»> Community asset mapping is a systematic process for identifying, cataloging,
and mapping the assets of a community.

» |t is a process for assessing and mobilizing existing strengths while

simultaneously building (or strengthening) relationships among the various
groups or organizations within a community.

»> Other names: participatory asset mapping, asset mapping
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WHAT (are assets)?

> Assets are the things that
are important to the
members of the
community.

CCNETWORK

Comprehensive Center Network

REGION 15
Arizona Nevada

California | Utah

Individual Assets
Individuals and their
Skills
Talents
Experiences

Consider:

*  Professional
Personal
Resources
Leadership
Networks

Institutional Assets
Churches

Colleges and Universities
Elderly Care Facilities
Fire Department
Hospitals and clinics
Mental health facilities
Libraries

Police Department
Schools

Utilities

Transportation

Organizational Assets
Community Centers
Radio/TV stations

Small businesses

Large businesses
Home-based enterprises
Religious organizations
Nonprofit organizations
Clubs

Citizen groups

Business associations
Cable and phone companies

Governmental (State and
Federal) Assets

City Government

State Capital

Bureau of land management
Economic Development Dept.
Forest Service

Military facilities

School Service Center

Small Business Administration
State Education Agency
Telecommunications agency

Physical and Land Assets
Agriculture

Energy resources

Forest

Industrial areas

Lakes, ponds, streams
Mining

Natural resources/landmarks
Parks/recreation areas
Vacant land

Waste resources

Cultural Assets
Historic/Arts groups
Ethnic/Racial diversity
Heritage

Crafts, skills

Cultural traditions

Source: Bonner Curriculum: Community Asset Mapping




WHY (should we engage in asset mapping)?

» Strengths-based approach to community development
> Important process for building on or leveraging existing strengths within the community
> |n contrast, needs-based community development emphasizes local deficits

»> Assesses the resources, skills, and experience available in a community

> Benefits
> Useful when there is a need to identify assets that can be used immediately
> Uncovers overlooked resources and assets
> Provides a positive (strengths-based approach) starting point for change
> Highlights existing achievements, talents, and available resources
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WHO (should be involved in asset mapping)?

> Team makeup
> Roles

> Facilitator (preferable, someone not on the team)

Keep in mind

> Process is collaborative, developed from the ground up, and iterative
»> Requires time to collect, compile, and evaluate the asset information
»> Not useful when there is no common focus for the group as a whole
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WHEN (should asset mapping be done)?

> When you are conducting a community assessment and need to find assets to
mobilize to address community needs

> When the community includes talented and experienced citizens whose skills
are valuable but underutilized

> When you want to strengthen existing relationships and build new ones that
will promote successful community development in the future

> Other reasons?
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WHERE (should asset mapping be done)?

> [n-person
> Virtual
> Hybrid
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HOW (is asset mapping done, AKA process/steps)?

Different approaches with the following general steps:
1. Define your community.
Define what you want to do with the information collected.
Select what assets you want to identify.
Ildentify if an asset-mapping activity was already done.
Develop your data collection plan (interviews, focus groups, surveys, artifact review, etc.)
Collect data on your assets.
Map your community (or organization) assets.
Evaluate your process and results.
9. Determine your next steps.

O NO LR WN

»> Qutcome: A “map” of assets is produced (geographic map, an assets chart/graphic, or simply a
list of assets).
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HOW (is asset mapping done, AKA process/steps )?

Resources Needed

> Time —three hours to multiple days B Community Asset Mapping_Google Doc
> Tools and Templates B Community Asset Mapping_Google Form

e Chart paper, post-its, markers, circle dot stickers

- I Community Asset Mapping_Google Jamboard
® Google (doc, form, Jamboard, sheet, slides)
o Mapping (Pad|et) Community Asset Mapping_Google Sheet
; Pl CR e, AL moliEm
¢ Anythmg else: ] Community Asset Mapping_Google Slides
LT R AP \wolhtao
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Template 1a:
Community Asset Spreadsheet

Eommumty ZSset gpreaaszeet

Type your information in this spreadsheet and the data will automatically fill out the asset map on page 5. You can type the information
in this PDF, on the attached spreadsheet files, or by printing out this page. To customize, add your Health Center Logo above.
We have provided the Central Texas Food Bank entry as an example for how to fill out the information.
= 2

Partner Name Contact info Point of Contact / Website C Goals Vizati Benefit
what goals can you
Organization Nome Phone number / agdress Best member to contact? Whiat 0o they ofter? sccompiish together? How c3n each group beneft?
Central Texas Food Bank 512.355.5554 / G500 Metropods, Austin, Tx Relatons Manager Food pontry & groceries |Seeking new avenues in the cy | Potential refemal for cients in need
Health Care - 1.e. - Hospiials, Urgent Care
Educagon - 1.8- Educarion, Head Starnt

Soctal and Cuftural Organizations - Le. - Fant-based

Local and SiEte Governmen - Le. -
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Template 1b:
Community Asset Map MASKUCIII Gommunty Assetigp S

Education

Healthcare

Source: National Center for Farmworker Health, Inc
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YOUR COMMUNITY ASSET MAP
I e m late 2 u Please fill in the types of assets that can be found in the community surrounding your library.
n How can these assets strengthen your library?

Your Community Asset Map

My " Lol |
Community Economy |
‘\‘

Institutions Local Economy

Stories
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Example 1:
Your Community Asset Map
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A SAMPLE COMMUNITY ASSET MAP

This is a sample community asset map. Use the next page to document the assets of the local
community surrounding your library.

Associations

Animal Care Groups
Anti Crime Groups
Block Clubs
Business Organizations
Charitable Groups
Civic Events Groups
Cultural Groups
Disability/Special Needs Groups
Education Groups
Elderly Groups
Enviromental Groups
Family Support Groups
Health Advocacy and
Fitness Groups
Heritage Groups
Hobby and Collectors Groups
Men'’s groups
Mentoring Groups
Mutual Support Groups
Neighborhood Improvement
Groups
Political Organizations
Recreation Groups
Religious Groups
Service Clubs
Social Groups
Union Groups
Veteran's Groups
Women'’s Groups
Youth groups

Institutions

Schools
Universities
Community Colleges
Police Departments
Hospitals
Libraries
Social Service Agencies
Non Profits
Museums
Fire Departments
edia

Foundations

Individuals

andTraits of:
Youth
Older Adults
Artists
Welfare Recipients
People with Disabilities
Students
Parents
Entrepreneurs
Activists
Veterans
Ex-offenders

Gifts, Skills, Capacities, Knowledge

Individuals Physical
Space

My "~ Local

Community

Institutions

Physical Space

Gardens
Parks
Playgrounds
Parking Lots
Bike Paths
Walking Paths
Forest / Forest Preserves
Picnic Areas
Campsites
Fishing Spots
Duck Ponds
Zoos
Wildlife Center
Natural Habitats - costal, marine,
amphibian
Bird Watching Sites
Star Gazing Sites
Housing
Vacant Land and Buildings
Transit Stops and Facilities
Streets

Stories

Of background and personal history
Of what you like to do and contribute
Of realizing and engaging skills
and capacities
Of successful community
development
Of economic growth
Of addressing racism
Of including those who
are marginalized
Of recognizing the value of everyone

Of a time when you or your group
felt appreciated and valued
Of a time the community
was at its best

Institutional - Purchasing Power

Local Economy

For-Profit Businesses
Consumer Expenditures
Merchants
Chamber of Commerce
Business Associations
Banks
Credit Unions
Foundations

and Personnel
Barter and Exchange
CDCs

Corporations and Branches

Source: Professional Standards for Educational Leaders (page 3)
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Brookings Ashiand §
- Sheldol S
National
Crescent City Yreka Ameips RESERVATION
Klamath Modoc Refuge
National Forestweed National Forest
oMt Shasta Black Rock
ix Rivers Desert - High
Shasta:Trinity
National Forest " \itional Forest. RockiCanyon Winnemucca
Eureka o o Tko Wet
; Mill C i N
Fortuna Redding | L MOurtaly “ Spring Creek
National Forest BYR A D 0]
LAKE PAIUTE
Red BIuff RESERVATION
Plumas
© cno - National Forest NEVADA
Fernley
Reno "7
FortBragg National Forest o Fallon Austin Eureka
P Tahoe
National Forest Ely
i Bake
WALKER RIVER
RESERVATION Ead
|dorado.
SN . ¥iento NXqonal Forest
Santa Rosa
o
9 oo,
h
}949 Stockton ational Forest fonopa
o
San | Qv o C
National Park -
X*N .Mammoth
Lakes
Sierra National 5shP
Inyo National
o Fresno Forest DesertNat!  Meg
9 i Lone Pine 8 wildife Range - g5
CALIFORNIA Death Valley.
T National Park
e “Pahrump  Las Vegas
Tulare ; 9 Py
quoia o
° National Forest Henderson
{ H
Ridgecrest
San Luis, Bakersfield
Obispo o
5] = Mojave , Wy Kingr
W National  gyiifead city
Preserve /
T

REGION 15

Arizona
California

CCNETWORK

Comprehensive Center Network

Nevada
Utah

)

- I
o

9
o DS

Lake
Havasu City

San
Bernardino
National Forest Joshua Tree

National Park . O VAT
Lo

Long Beacho RESERVATIO!

Sal@go 0

oYuma
Mexical
say

Tijana

— & 1 Sobrante "3 " Concond |,
Valley Blacl
& 5 San Pablo S clacil
ines
o Pleasant Hill = Wines)
Son Quentin N egiona
Larkspur 9 Richmond 9 Regional Park
Contra
ods Moows; E] Costa Centre.
] Czo
Mill Valley . Walnut Creek
P Strawberry. ilden Marsh Creek
% gegional Par
Abany 999 onglgar Lafeyette Mt D\ab\uo
Tamblpais Homestead. {
Voley Tiburon Berkeley Ee @
L Sausalito
-Golden Gate @ Aamo o
e RockRat organ
=Q . A Alamo Gaks b
@ 5 Piedmont " Valle Vista iRegions)
T nckrawk reserve
) @ 0aha
RESTIOTEAS.  LauvaToN Tassajara
LR, Yt
PN 9 Alameda ynuirvac
on Fraacisco 3
The casTy San Ramon
r Qakland Zoce Anthony Brookshire. )
SUNSET DISTRICT yor) Chabot
Bay Farm Regional Park
©Q dand
ssateaso
oavis Taact oublin kv
T AR e —~
__ CastroValley, T @
DalyCity, \ {
sisbane sonLorenzo Fairview. @ 7 v
Coim,
0} Hayward
SN Ve Pleasanton
Franci
@ Fonciseo 1 S
. Tanforan. ur. eoen
aciica (5 Voan Brint Garin
®
By X __ Regional Park el
o Iy ® Eden Landing [+
Ecological” yon iy ol swo
Bulingame
@ MO onerciy Q = ©
(@ P Fremont
Montar @ 5
sunoLe
Rancho Corral HaiangsSaywood — @) _garsand Newark
e Tierra Park
Belmont. Sunol
o egional
Pillar Point. ElGranada, San CorlorSl S R Wilderness
State Marine. Miramar @ @
Conservation &) G Redwood City (101 DAvLANDS o
hrea R Neprs
Half East Palo Alto. AR Rg
A EmealdHils @) pneron
Menlo Park
; Palo Alto Q
Purisima Creek Woodside. Mipitas
edwood: - Stanford ALviso
Open Space Lol @
reserve = @
@
® o) @ oeravessa
O Mountain NORTH SAN JOSE
g Portola Valley View ®
Sunnyvale o (O] Alum Rock
LaHonda Log Trancos ; ) SentaClars Q
Creek Open Rancho San Y
5 Space Preserve ntonio. g w San Jose
san Gregorio RusdaiRiobe County Park e T\
LaHonda ' Open Space. Cupertino Burbank
Balvale Fritdole
A Campbell Lick suvercl
®
Loma Mar ©
i foogoal ey S/ K e
- T @ "
Sanborn ®
Castle Rock. _ County Park e

State Park




Question for Participants/Group Discussion

»> What is a potential or current project where you can see community
asset mapping as a resource? This can be at your SEA or an LEA you
support.
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Resources

> Bonner Curriculum

Community Asset Mapping: A Critical Strategy for Service

> National Center for Farmworker Health
Community Asset Mapping Guide

»> Community Research Lab

Participatory Asset Mapping Toolkit

» Professional Standards for Educational Leaders
Standard 8. Meaningful Engagement of Families and Communities
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http://bonnernetwork.pbworks.com/f/BonCurCommAssetMap.pdf
http://www.ncfh.org/uploads/3/8/6/8/38685499/ncfh_asset_mapping_tool.pdf
https://communityscience.com/wp-content/
https://www.npbea.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/06/Professional-Standards-for-Educational-Leaders_2015.pdf

The content of this PowerPoint was developed under a grant from the Department of Education
through the Office of Program and Grantee Support Services (PGSS) within the Office of
Elementary and Secondary Education (OESE), by the Region 15 Comprehensive Center

at WestEd under Award #5283B190053. This contains resources that are provided for the
reader’s convenience. These materials may contain the views and recommendations of various
subject matter experts as well as hypertext links, contact addresses, and websites to
information created and maintained by other public and private organizations. The U.S.
Department of Education does not control or guarantee the accuracy, relevance, timeliness, or
completeness of any outside information included in these materials. The views expressed
herein do not necessarily represent the positions or policies of the U.S. Department of
Education. No official endorsement by the U.S. Department of Education of any product,
commodity, service, enterprise, curriculum, or program of instruction mentioned in this
document is intended or should be inferred.
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