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Our Team

O u r  T e a m

Lori Packer - Elementary School Student Mentor

Chris Upshaw - Middle School Student Mentor
Steve Hawkins - State Coordinator & High School Student Mentor 

Malinda Jensen - Administrative Assistant

Dr. Ami Shah - Program Administrator



Misson Statement and Vision:

M i s s o n  S t a t e m e n t  a n d  V i s i o n :

Mission
To provide a holistic and culturally responsive 

educational experience that celebrates the rich 
diversity of Native American students and their 

communities.

Vision
To empower Native students to thrive, preserve 

their heritage, and emerge as the next generation 
of Indigenous leaders and change-makers.



Whatdoesour
programlooklike currently?

W h a t  d o e s  o u r
p r o g r a m  l o o k  l i k e  

c u r r e n t l y ?



Number of Native American Students in Jordan District

N u m b e r  o f  N a t i v e  A m e r i c a n  
S t u d e n t s  i n  J o r d a n  D i s t r i c t



GoshuteStudents

G o s h u t e  S t u d e n t s

i n  o u r  D i s t r i c t -  u p d a t e

Kindergarten-Antelope Canyon 
1st Grade- Silver Crest Elementary 
5th Grade - Columbia Elementary 
8th Grade - South Jordan Middle 
10th Grade -Bingham High



BudgetBreakdown

B u d g e t  B r e a k d o w n



GraduationRates

G r a d u a t i o n  R a t e s

2025
Total Self-Identified

52 Seniors
50 Graduated 

Total Students Certified
35 Seniors
35 Graduated
100% Graduation Rate

2023
Total Self Identified

54 Seniors
49 Graduated 

Total Students Certified
25 Seniors
22 Graduated
88% Graduation Rate

2024
Total Self Identified

52 Seniors
50 Graduated 

Total Students Certified
25 Seniors
24 Graduated
96% Graduation Rate

2026
Total Self-Identified

38 Seniors
Total Students Certified 

28 Seniors
28 Graduated
100% Graduation Rate 
(anticipated)



What have we done?

W h a t  h a v e  w e  

d o n e ?



Culturally responsive academic support 
Student mentoring
Cultural awareness presentations
Student-driven advocacy and leadership (clubs) 
Active student recruitment
Student connection (field trips)
Life After High School - Scholarships, JATC, college tours 
Building Community: Social Media, Newsletter

Goals2025-2026

G o a l s  2 0 2 5 - 2 0 2 6



Books given to elementary students 
featuring Native American culture 
Kumon tutoring made available to 
families
Books by Native American authors 
given to secondary students 
Writing workshop
Navajo Language and Government 
classes in conjunction with Granite 
School District (Dr. Clayton Long) 
Duolingo Subscriptions

Culturally Responsive Academic Support

C u l t u r a l l y  R e s p o n s i v e  
A c a d e m i c  S u p p o r t



Kumon Tutoring
Three students are actively 
enrolled in Kumon
Past performance: students 
improved at least 1 grade level

Culturally Responsive Academic Support

C u l t u r a l l y  R e s p o n s i v e  
A c a d e m i c  S u p p o r t



300+ books purchased to be distributed for all grades

Books Report

B o o k s  R e p o r t



Writers Workshop

W r i t e r s  W o r k s h o p
f e a t u r i n g  D r .  D a r r e n  P a r r y

M o u n t a i n  R i d g e  H i g h  S c h o o l

Native student requested 
mentorship from author
More than 40 people slated to 
attend workshop at Mountain Ridge 
literature class on March 17



Presented at elementary, middle, and high schools 
across the district
Discuss awareness, culture, and respect

Culturally Responsive School Presentations

C u l t u r a l l y  R e s p o n s i v e  
S c h o o l  P r e s e n t a t i o n s



USU Tribal Exhibit from Intermountain 
Intertribal Indian School - Repainting the ‘I’ 
NIEA, Spokane, WA
Research Methods Workshop, U of U
Utah Conference on Traditional Tobacco by 
Ute Tribe
Monthly PDs with Dusty Jensen, UVU

ContinuedProfessionalDevelopment forJNAPTeam

C o n t i n u e d  P r o f e s s i o n a l  D e v e l o p m e n t  
f o r  J N A P  T e a m



ContinuedProfessionalDevelopment

C o n t i n u e d  P r o f e s s i o n a l  D e v e l o p m e n t



Mentors on three levels: 
High school
Middle school 
Elementary school

Frequent check-ins between 
students and mentors

More than 600 visits per year

Culturally Responsive Student Mentoring

C u l t u r a l l y  R e s p o n s i v e  
S t u d e n t  M e n t o r i n g



We invited all 8-12th graders and their 
parents/guardians
Ashley Heaton presented about colleges 
and scholarship opportunities specifically 
for Native Americans
College representatives on hand 
16 Mentors presented

Roots  Wings Scholarship and Mentor Night

R o o t s  &  W i n g s  S c h o l a r s h i p  
a n d  M e n t o r  N i g h t



Roots  Wings Scholarship and Mentor Night

R o o t s  &  W i n g s  S c h o l a r s h i p  
a n d  M e n t o r  N i g h t



Roots  Wings Mentors

R o o t s  &  W i n g s  M e n t o r s



R h y t h m  o f  t h e  A n c e s t o r s
–  I n d i g e n o u s  D r u m  M a k i n g  W o r k s h o p



Hogle Zoo
Jordan Innovation Lab 
Hutchings Museum in Lehi

Elementery Field Trips

E l e m e n t e r y  F i e l d  T r i p s



Utah Natural History Museum

Middle School Field Trips

M i d d l e  S c h o o l  F i e l d  T r i p s



Upcoming: Hogle Zoo

Middle School Field Trips

M i d d l e  S c h o o l  F i e l d  T r i p s



HighSchoolFieldTrip
She-Tech and Aquarium

H i g h  S c h o o l  F i e l d  T r i p
She-Tech and Aquarium

Arianna Knighton was one of several Native students attending 
in February of 2026. High school students from across the 

district visited the aquarium in fall of 2025.



In April and May we will be taking high school 
students to colleges/tech campuses to generate 
interest in preparing for life after high school

P r e p  f o r  L i f e  A f t e r  H i g h  S c h o o l



We are using social media and mentor visits to encourage 
students to take classes at the JATC. Benefits:

Can graduate high school with career certifications 
Test drive careers to see if they are really a good fit 
Close to 100% graduation rate

LifeAfterHighSchool
-EmphasisonJATC

L i f e  A f t e r  H i g h  S c h o o l
-  E m p h a s i s  o n  J A T C



Informing all students of tuition benefits:

Most Utah public colleges offer free 
tuition to registered members of 8 
Utah tribes
Federal, tribal scholarships available 
FAFSA and other grants

LifeAfterHighSchool
-EmphasisonScholarships

L i f e  A f t e r  H i g h  S c h o o l
-  E m p h a s i s  o n  S c h o l a r s h i p s



Native American affinity group 
established at West Jordan High School 
Development stages at Copper Hills, 
Bingham, Riverton high schools

Career-Centered StudentAdvocacy andLeadership

C a r e e r - C e n t e r e d  
S t u d e n t  A d v o c a c y  

a n d  L e a d e r s h i p



Native American Community Night 
Newsletters, Parent Square
Parent Committee Meetings

CommunityInvolvement andOutreach

C o m m u n i t y  I n v o l v e m e n t  

a n d  O u t r e a c h



CommunityInvolvement andOutreach

C o m m u n i t y  I n v o l v e m e n t  

a n d  O u t r e a c h



BuildingCommunity ThroughSocialMedia

B u i l d i n g   C o m m u n i t y  

T h r o u g h  S o c i a l  M e d i a

700+ views



BuildingCommunity ThroughSocialMedia

B u i l d i n g   C o m m u n i t y  

T h r o u g h  S o c i a l  M e d i a

500+ views 1,000+ views



Community

C o m m u n i t y

R e s o u r c e  G u i d e

Community resource guide shared with 
families and schools
Various resources for needs, interests, 
opportunities etc. in our community

Scan this code to access 
the Community Resource Guide



September 30
Phyllis Webstad (1973)
Orange color represents the loss 
of childhood and the ongoing 
journey of healing
JNAP to purchase Orange Day 
Shirts for everyone interested

OrangeShirtDay

O r a n g e  S h i r t  D a y



CommunityNight

C o m m u n i t y  N i g h t
A n n o u n c e m e n t  /  H i g h l i g h t s

We are excited to continue our tradition of gathering as a 
community to celebrate our rich heritage, culture and student 
achievements.

Activities will include Senior Recognition, Round Dance, Drum 
Circle, Prizes, Vendors, a Jingle Dance, and a special exhibit, 
Repainting the I, which features murals that once adorned the 
walls of Intermountain Intertribal Indian School. These vibrant 
artworks came from the students themselves who created 
images that connected them with home and gave them a way to 
assert their cultural heritage.

Native American Community Night
Thursday - May 7, 2026 

5:00 pm - 7:30 pm
West Jordan Middle School

7550 South Redwood Road, West Jordan, Utah



CommunityNight

C o m m u n i t y  N i g h t
A n n o u n c e m e n t  /  H i g h l i g h t s

Keynotes
Shannon Erickson (Director of Learning and Engagement, USU)

Lorina Antonia- Former student
Peggy Barker- Former student and teacher



T h a n k  Y o u !

We appreciate your time and 
support for our program.
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