This template is an example that may be used for the submission of a request for waivers of
accountability, school identification, and related reporting requirements under the
Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 1965, as amended. Note that a State
educational agency is not required to use this template. For assistance on this
accountability waiver template, or to discuss assessment flexibility that a State may need
based on the specific circumstances within the State, please contact OESE. Titlei-a@ed.gov.

The Honorable Ian Rosenblum

Deputy Assistant Secretary for Policy and Programs, Delegated the authority to perform the
functions and duties of the Assistant Secretary for Elementary and Secondary Education

Office of Elementary and Secondary Education

U.S. Department of Education

400 Maryland Avenue, SW

Washington, DC 20202

Dear Deputy Assistant Secretary Rosenblum:

I am writing to request a waiver, pursuant to section 8401 of the Elementary and Secondary
Education Act of 1965 (ESEA), of the following requirements as a result of ongoing challenges
related to the novel Coronavirus Disease 2019 (COVID-19):

State: Utah
Please check all that apply:

@ Accountability and school identification requirements in ESEA sections 1111(c)(4) and
1111(d)(2)(C)-(D): the requirements that a State measure progress toward long-term
goals and measurements of interim progress; meaningfully differentiate, on an annual
basis, all public schools, including by adjusting the Academic Achievement indicator
based on a participation rate below 95 percent; and identify schools for comprehensive,
targeted, and additional targeted support and improvement based on data from the 2020-
2021 school year.

E Report card provisions related to accountability in ESEA section 1111(h) based on data
from the 2020-2021 school year. These include:

e Section 1111(h)(1)(C)(1)(D)-(IV) and (VI) (Accountability system description,
other than the list of comprehensive, targeted, and additional targeted support
and improvement schools).

e Section 1111(h)(1)(C)(iii)(I) (Other Academic indicator results for schools that
are not high schools).

e Section 1111(h)(1)(C)(v) (School Quality or Student Success indicator results).

e Section 1111(h)(1)(C)(vi) (Progress toward meeting long-terms goals and
measurements of interim progress).

e Section 1111(h)(2)(C) with respect, at the local educational agency (LEA) and
school levels, to all waived requirements in section 1111(h)(1)(C).
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Consistent with the requirements of ESEA section 8401(b)(1)(C), describe how the waiving of
such requirements will advance student academic achievement.

Persec.1111(c)(4)(C)(iof the ESSAthe State’ssystenof annualmeaningful
differentiationof all public schoolsshall bebasedon all indicatorsin the State’s
accountabilitysystemAsa resultof thewaiverfrom administeringstatewideassessments
Spring2020dueto COVID-19grantedby USEd,Utah doesnot havethe datanecessaryo
calculatethe academiagyrowthcomponenof the State'saccountabilitysystem.

Utah’s academigrogress(i.e. growth) metric utilizesstudentgrowth percentile{SGPs)}o
determinewvhethera studentdemonstrateadequateannualgrowth. TheSGPcalculation
requiresa minimumof two consecutiveearsof statewideannualassessmemtata. Utah has
analyzedthermethodf calculatingstudentgrowth percentileso accommodatéhe
missingassessmermatafromthe 2019-2020schoolyearand determinedsuchalternatives
wouldnot be suitablefor usein the State’ssystenof annualmeaningfulifferentiation.

Thegrowth calculationsfor academicachievemenindicator for high schoolstheacademic
indicator for non-highschools aswell asthe additionalweightfor growth of thelowest
performing25% of studentsaccountfor a substantiapercentagef the annualsystenof

Consistent with the requirements of ESEA section 8401(b)(1)(F), in order to maintain or improve
transparency in reporting to parents and the public on student achievement and school
performance in school year 2020-2021, including the achievement of subgroups of students, I
assure that:

@ The State will make publicly available chronic absenteeism data, either as defined in the
State’s School Quality or Student Success indicator, if applicable, or EDFacts,
disaggregated to the extent such data are available by the subgroups in ESEA section
1111(c)(2), on State and local report cards (or in another publicly available location).

E The State will make publicly available data on student and/or teacher access to
technology devices and high-speed internet, disaggregated by the subgroups in ESEA
section 1111(c)(2), to the extent such data are collected at the state or LEA level.

TheStateplansto conductin-depth,investigativeanalysego determineeffectson
learningandreportfindingsto stakeholderandto the public. Theseanalysesnclude
the overall effectson learningand performanceaswell asdifferentialimpactson studen
groupsasdefinedin ESEAsection1111(c)(2).Critical to theseanalysesare accesdo
technologyandhigh-speednternet(to the extentthat the stateis ableto collectthis
information),and otherexistingcollectionsof opportunityto learn data, including
opportunityto learn surveydatacollectedat the studentievel,dataon schoolclosures,
accesgo remotelearning,accesso advancedoursesstudentmobility, andaccesgo
gualifiededucatorgdata,includingteacherretentionand staffturnover.



Consistent with the requirements of ESEA section 8401(b)(1)(F), in order to ensure that schools
will continue to provide assistance to the same populations served by Title I, Part A (e.g.,
subgroups in section 1111(c)(2)), I assure that:

@ Any school that is identified for comprehensive, targeted, or additional targeted support
and improvement in the 2019-2020 school year (i.e., any school that was in that status as
of the 2019-2020 school year), except for comprehensive support and improvement
schools identified based on low graduation rates that meet the State’s exit criteria, will
maintain that identification status in the 2021-2022 school year, implement its support
and improvement plan, and receive appropriate supports and interventions.

Asstatedabove for anyschoolthatis identifiedfor comprehensivaargeted,or
additionaltargetedsupportandimprovemenin the 2019-2020schoolyear (i.e.,any
schoolthatwasin that statusas of the 2019-2020schoolyear), exceptor
comprehensiveupportandimprovemenschoolsdentifiedbasedon low graduation
ratesthat meetthe State’sexit criteria, will maintainthatidentificationstatusin the
2021-202%choolyear,implemenits supportandimprovemenplan, andreceive
appropriatesupportsandinterventionsSoasto not countthe 2019-2020schoolyearin
thetimelinefor identification,the statealsointendsto extendtheidentificationof Title |
TSlschoolsheingidentifiedas CSlschoolsby oneyear,and suchdeterminationsvill be
madein Fall 2023.

@ The State will identify comprehensive, targeted, and additional targeted support and
improvement schools using data from the 2021-2022 school year in the fall of 2022 to
ensure school identification resumes as quickly as possible.

Consistent with the requirements of ESEA section 8401(b)(3)(A), prior to submitting this waiver,
the State provided interested LEAs and the public with notice and a reasonable opportunity to
comment and provide input on this waiver request and considered the feedback and input in
finalizing this request. The comments and input received, as well as the State’s description of
how it addressed the comments and input, are enclosed with this request.

Thank you for your consideration.
Sincerely,

Chief State School Officer (or Authorized

Representative)
.. . 1 Digitally signed by Dickson, Sydne:
Digital Signature Dickson ) Syd NE€ Date: 2021.03.15 15:49:35 -0600
OR
Typed Name and Date

By typing my name here, I am affirming submission
of this waiver on behalf of the State.



OMB Number: 1810-0752
Expiration Date: September 30, 2021

Public Burden Statement: According to the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons
are required to respond to a collection of information unless such collection displays a valid
OMSB control number. The valid OMB control number for this information collection is
1810-0752. Public reporting burden for this collection of information is estimated to
average 3 hours per response, including time for reviewing instructions, searching existing
data sources, gathering and maintaining the data needed, and completing and reviewing the
collection of information. The obligation to respond to this collection is voluntary. If you
have any comments concerning the accuracy of the time estimate, suggestions for improving
this individual collection, or if you have comments or concerns regarding the status of your
individual form, application or survey, please contact the Office of School Support and
Accountability, 400 Maryland Avenue, SW, LBJ Federal Office Building, Washington, DC,
20202 or OESE. Titlei-a(@ed.gov.
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	Untitled

	State Name: Utah
	Text Box 1: Per sec. 1111(c)(4)(C)(i) of the ESSA, the State’s system of annual meaningful differentiation of all public schools shall be based on all indicators in the State’s accountability system. As a result of the waiver from administering statewide assessments in Spring 2020 due to COVID-19 granted by USEd, Utah does not have the data necessary to calculate the academic growth component of the State's accountability system. 

Utah’s academic progress, (i.e. growth) metric utilizes student growth percentiles (SGPs) to determine whether a student demonstrates adequate annual growth. The SGP calculation requires a minimum of two consecutive years of statewide annual assessment data. Utah has analyzed other methods of calculating student growth percentiles to accommodate the missing assessment data from the 2019-2020 school year and determined such alternatives would not be suitable for use in the State’s system of annual meaningful differentiation. 

The growth calculations for academic achievement indicator for high schools, the academic indicator for non-high schools, as well as the additional weight for growth of the lowest performing 25% of students account for a substantial percentage of the annual system of meaningful differentiation. Given that Utah has determined not to include measures of growth, it cannot meet the requirement to differentiate all public schools based on all required indicators. 

Consistent with the requirements of ESEA section 8401(b)(1)(C), the waiving of such requirements and advancing student academic achievement, Utah sees the 2020-2021 school year as an opportunity to decouple assessment results from accountability for one year to provide data to Local Education Agencies (LEAs) and schools as quickly as possible in order for local-level decision making to take place as needed in response to the pandemic. Utah takes the position that implementing the State's system of annual meaningful differentiation in the 2020-2021 school year without the necessary growth indicators will lead to mis-identification of schools (i.e. false positives, false negatives), direction of CSI funds to schools not in need of CSI supports, and other unintended consequences. 
	Check Box 1: Yes
	Check Box 2: Yes
	Check Box 3: Yes
	Check Box 4: Yes
	Check Box 5: Yes
	Check Box 6: Yes
	Text Box 2: The State plans to conduct in-depth, investigative analyses to determine effects on learning and report findings to stakeholders and to the public. These analyses include the overall effects on learning and performance as well as differential impacts on student groups as defined in ESEA section 1111(c)(2). Critical to these analyses are access to technology and high-speed internet (to the extent that the state is able to collect this information), and other existing collections of opportunity to learn data, including opportunity to learn survey data collected at the student level, data on school closures, access to remote learning, access to advanced courses, student mobility, and access to qualified educators data, including teacher retention and staff turnover.
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	Typed Name and Date: 
	Text Box 3: As stated above, for any school that is identified for comprehensive, targeted, or additional targeted support and improvement in the 2019-2020 school year (i.e., any school that was in that status as of the 2019-2020 school year), except for comprehensive support and improvement schools identified based on low graduation rates that meet the State’s exit criteria, will maintain that identification status in the 2021-2022 school year, implement its support and improvement plan, and receive appropriate supports and interventions. So as to not count the 2019-2020 school year in the timeline for identification, the state also intends to extend the identification of Title I TSI schools being identified as CSI schools by one year, and such determinations will be made in Fall 2023. 




